Mediation of the physiological response of platelets by interactions of spectrin and protein 4.1 with the cytoskeleton.
Spectrin and protein 4.1 became associated with the Triton-insoluble cytoskeletons during platelet activation. Inhibition of platelet activation by a PGI2 analogue resulted in release of the proteins from the cytoskeletons. Changes in subcellular distributions of the proteins preceded changes in the state of platelet aggregation. These results suggest that interactions of spectrin and protein 4.1 with the cytoskeletons are involved in mediating the physiological response of the platelet.